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Our schedule is a little shower for a couple of days so I have some time for an update for today.  All five of us 
still in Lira went out this morning and preached in area churches. One of our team left at 5:30 for a 6:00 a.m. 
service (the first of three) and the rest of us where gone by 6:30. 
  
The church where I preached is St Mathais Ophila Church of Uganda (Anglican). The service started at 7:00 
a.m. with about 15 people present. by 7:45 the number had grown to almost 200. The most interesting part of 
the service was the offering which came after the sermon. Perhaps the people of the congregation found the 
sermon to be the most interesting part, but I am writing from my perspective. 
  
For offering, people came forward with small pink fold over cards and placed them on the front of the stage. I 
later learned these are tithe cards and a significant number of families participated. Additionally, some brought 
things they had grown (fruits and vegetables) a live chicken, and two small stacks of firewood. After the 
services, these items were auctioned off and the funds were then added to the collection. I had seen this in 
years gone by, but this was a vivid reminder of "bringing your first fruits to the Lord."  
  
After the service the pastor (a lay reader) invited me into his home with several other men for a time of 
greetings and a simple meal. The pastor told me he had been saved in 1999 and before then he was an 
adulterer and a drunkard. 
  
  

The St Mathais Ophila Church 

 

Inside before the service began. Some brought 

there own seats 



  
  

 

Some of the pink cards along with other items 

including the chicken and firewood for the 

offering. 

 

Me along with Lay Reader William Ogwal. I have 

no idea why some many Ugandan churches 

have all the fancy frills. 

 

The small group that gather in Mr. Ogwal's 

home for a brief time of formal greetings and a 

light lunch of beef, posha (a corn paste) and 

peas. 
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