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Today was the last day of clinic which was shortened due to Friday afternoon  church services and
less busy in part due to very hard rain.  We still saw over 150 patients.  We thank God for clear
weather all week until Friday when it made little difference.  For the week we did 861 eye exams and
have scheduled 82 surgeries.  Tomorrow is a day of rest with some sight seeing.

Having the Mengo team was great because among other things they were able to bring medications. 
This will cost an extra $1000 - $1500, but we had some excess donations to cover this. 
Unfortunately, the most common drops we prescribed were for allergic conjunctivitis, primary irritant
conjunctivitis, and glaucoma.  All of those are chronic conditions and the medications we gave will
only last 1 month.  Very few of the patients will be able to pay for them just like they can't pay for
management of their diabetes and hypertension.  

When health care issues in America arise, please think about and pray for the Ugandan people. 
While there are government hospitals that provide indigent care, they are always short of supplies. 
For example,  today I gave glaucoma medications to a patient who had been diagnosed with
glaucoma several months ago at one of the government hospitals.  He was told to come back each
month to see if they had medications available, but this has not happened yet.  Last summer I visited
a hospital in Western Uganda that had all of its beds full, but had no medications except some IV
fluid.  When I say they had no medications, I mean no medications - not even an Aspirin or Tylenol.

We made referrals of many of the patients to Mengo Hospital for follow up and will be sending a bus
to pick them up each Wednesday for 2-3 weeks after we leave for follow up care.  Because we were
just today able to develop the logistics for this, we told them to come to the service on Sunday for
instructions.  Please pray that God gives me wisdom to know how to explain to them that they will
have to pay a fee of about $2 for each office visit.  I'm concerned that since we provided the initial
care for free that they will expect it especially since the U.S. government provides free HIV drugs
here.  It will not be reasonable or necessarily the right thing to do to provide for their care indefinitely,
so I hope to be able to communicate it in an understandable and acceptable way.
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