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Dear prayer team,

I'm fresh out of creative ideas for a way to make an update so bear with my just spilling it out. me to
spill it out.

Today may be best described as chaotic organization evolving into organized chaos. This shouldn't
be a surprise given the working conditions and many people involved.  Due to a
misunderstanding/miscommunication at Mengo their team couldn't get into their storehouse to load
supplies and then got into a traffic jam making them a couple hours late.  We also had to make a
couple switches in where people worked due to lighting conditions interfering with our ability to do the
exams, but after the adjustments and arrival of our the Mengo team, we were able to work very
efficiently together.  It was a real blessing that they sent two ophthalmic nurses that I didn't expect
and their driver was able to help by checking visual acuities.  They all seem to be sincere in their faith
and quality workers.  I was also surprised that they planned on working with us tomorrow which is a
national holiday.  This is a big deal since it is the 50th anniversary of Uganda's independence.  We
were stopped twice on the road today by convoys of visiting dignitaries.  There were also technical
difficulties with getting our projector working to show the Jesus Film.  I am told it "should" be working
tomorrow.  The good news is Pastor Bob Hayes took it upon himself to do a couple evangelical
presentations on spiritual blindness, several people indicated a desire to receive Christ as Savior and
he spent most of the rest of the day individually counseling with those who indicated they were
making decisions to follow Christ.

I probably spent as much time coordinating the medical team as I did seeing patients, but thankfully
the work is much less since we have two clinical officers and another ophthalmologist in addition to
myself as well as 6 other nurses and technicians.  Even though my direct patient care time was less, I
still personally saw a 15 year old and two 40 somethings who had vision in both eyes limited to
counting fingers due to cataracts, a young man with a large squamous cell carcinoma of his
conjunctiva, 4 or 5 people already blind from glaucoma, and an 18 year old with moderately
advanced glaucoma among other more routine patients.  Less people showed up than I expected,
but Rashid, our Ugandan coordinator, thinks more will come as the weak progresses.  Pray that it will
be so.  We only had to tell about 50 patients they would have to return tomorrow and saw
somewhere between 125 and 150 patients, but there was a very high rate of significant pathology.

Some of the ladies on the team have had some GI problems, but nothing serious.  Please pray for
Moses, a nursing student who has been doing our registration, since he has developed laryngitis.  Dr.
Moye loaded him with antibiotics and steroids in hope of shortening his symptoms.

Lastly, thank God there was no rain today and the forecast for the week has cleared.  I was also
encouraged to learn that Kiyoola Presbyterian has ordained and appointed it's first two Elders –
Moses mentioned above who plans to finish school and open a medical clinic at the church, and
Robert who is in the middle of his M.Div. Program at Westminster Theological Seminary here and will
likely take over pastoring one of the church plants.

Thanks again for your earnest efforts in prayer.

J. D. Bonner, M.D., FAAO


