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Our team has spent this week at Lookout Ridge (Dr K's house). As explained earlier, groups of those needing 
cataract surgery have been rotated from the village, to Lookout Ridge for pre-op care, to Mengo Hospital for 
surgery, back to Lookout Ridge for post-op and then transport back to the village. I have been impressed how 
well this process has taken place. 

I am preparing this update Friday morning as the last group of patients are at Mengo and soon yesterday's 
surgery group will be heading back to the village. It has been a very rewarding time. Though there have been 
some young people in the group, the majority have been elderly since cataracts are mainly a product of age. I 
have been on the receiving end of many extended conversations of thanksgiving from people who have not 
been able to see well in years. It is powerful to see genuine gratitude from people with few if any means. I 
always get on the bus just before it leaves for the village and have a prayer. I also ask "Who gave you new 
sight?" and by that time in the process, most have learned to say "Jesus." This is Dr. Bonner's vision in this 
work.

One person I would like to focus on is Joseph. He is 44 and has been totally blind in both eyes due to cataracts 
for several years. His wife took their children and left him when he went blind, and only his mother has kept him 
alive. 

I have learned that eye doctors talk in terms of the traditional 20/20 etc., which we are all accustomed to 
hearing, but also "can see hand motion" and in some, "can see light." When the doctor first examined Joseph, 
he would respond only when a flashlight was shined directly into his eyes. He was in the group that had surgery 
Monday and had an implant in his right eye. He did not return to the village on Tuesday as Dr. Bonner wanted 
to do his other eye before leaving. He was taken back Wednesday but they ran out of time and he went back 
Thursday only to discovered he had an infection in his left eye so surgery was not possible until the infection is 
cleared. Even in all this, you cannot imagine the joy in this man's heart. Tuesday his right eye was 20/200 and 
today is 20/50 (which allows you to get a driver's licence in the US). 

Today as they were waiting for the bus to take them back to the village, Joseph asked one of our interpreters to 
help him speak with me. I was sitting in a chair and he came and got on his knees and said "I know in the Bible 
Jesus helped many people, but only a few came back to say 'thank you.' I want to be one of those who says 
'thank you.'" He then told me he is going to get a job and try to get his wife and children back. I had to fight back 
the tears. 

This is Joseph with a big smile and wave at me. If you look closely you can see the cloudy lens 



On Monday he could not even see me in his left eye. Both eyes were like this when we 

first saw him

A group of men saying "thanks." Second from 
left is a Muslim who has two "born again" 

brothers and has been moved by this work of 
Christian people. Pray for him

A group of ladies who just returned form 
surgery on Thursday afternoon. You see their 
eye patches and as is traditional with older 

Uganda women, bright colored dresses

A view of the main room at Lookout Ridge with  
patients waiting for bus to return them to the 

village.

This poor lady is permanently bent over more 
than 90 degrees and was so thankful she can 

see well again 
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You can see all the updates at: http://www.ugandamission.net/reports/list.html

Light a Hut info at http://www.ugandamission.net/hayes1/projects/light/light.html

One of the patients during the post-op exam 

with her eye drops, follow-up instructions and 
reading glasses

Robert is a student at Westminster Theological 

Seminary and is student pastor a Kiyoola 
Church. Here he says thanks for those who 

have helped with the "Light a Hut" project. Now 
in the village, and even when power fails in the 

city, he can still attend to his studies

Page 3 of 3

10/19/2012


